The Morocco Problem

cessions. Germany advised refusal of this offer. In March
a Frenchman, Doctor Mauchamp, was murdered in Marakesh.
France promptly occupied Udja, a town just over the Algerian
boundary, and pressed for reforms. Germany advised com-
pliance but stipulated that the views of the Conference Powers
should be ascertained. France again endeavoured to find out
whether some general colonial agreement might be possible
whereby Germany should receive compensation elsewhere
and renounce all claims in Morocco. Rosen, the German
Minister in Tangier, strongly advised acting on this suggestion,
but the Emperor, not at this period aware of France's earlier
offers, demanded nothing less than a firm alliance with
Germany. He pointed out that in the event of war "France
would have to pay for England's broken crockery," and
Count Bulow wished to avoid the appearance of "bargaining
in Morocco as if we were selling it for a mere 'pourboireV

In August yet more disturbances occurred, this time at
Casablanca. There works were in progress for improving
the harbour ; these were beyond the ramparts and close to
the Moslem cemetery. Some neighbouring tribesmen who
suspected desecration attacked and murdered nine workmen,
including French and Spaniards. This incident induced
France to send troops there and establish a French police
force in several seaport towns. Germany, however, remained
a passive spectator as she did not wish to disturb her slowly
improving relations with England.

As the dispute between the Sultan Abdul Azziz and his
brother Mulai Hafid developed Germany tended to lean
towards Mulai Hafid as the more probable future ruler,
whereas France remained loyal to Abdul Azziz. The latter,
however, was forced to retreat to the coast to Rabat, and
on January 4th, 1908, a Ulema announced his deposition.
Increasing and constant disturbances caused France to land
further troops. These penetrated a distance of a hundred
kilometres into the interior. Mulai Hafid now sent a special
Ambassador to Berlin and requested that he should be recog-
nised as Sultan and that Germany should urge France to
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